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notice	oF	coMMent	PeRioD

on	May	1,	2006,	 the	nebraska	State	Bar	Assoc�at�on	 f�led	a	
Petition to Adopt Rules for the Redaction of Personal Information 
From Civil Court Documents,	S-36-06002,	and	the	proposed	request	
for	amendment	of	such	pet�t�on	was	 f�led	on	September	26,	2007.		
on	 october	 16,	 2007,	 the	 proposed	 rules	 were	 publ�shed	 by	 the	
nebraska	 Supreme	 court	 for	 comment	 unt�l	 December	 14,	 2007.	
the	 Supreme	 court	 cons�dered	 such	 comments	 and	 made	 further	
rev�s�ons.	 the	 Supreme	 court	 now	 �nv�tes	 �nterested	 persons	 to	
comment	on	the	rev�sed	proposed	rules.

Anyone	 des�r�ng	 to	 comment	 on	 the	 rev�sed	 proposed	 rules,	
wh�ch	 �nclude	 neb.	 ct.	 R.	 of	 D�st.	 cts.	 21	 and	Append�x	 3,	 as	
well	as	neb.	ct.	R.	of	cty.	cts.	64	(opt�ons	1	and	2),	should	do	
so	�n	wr�t�ng	to	the	off�ce	of	the	clerk	of	the	Supreme	court	and	
court	 of	 Appeals,	 P.o.	 Box	 98910,	 L�ncoln,	 nebraska	 68509-
8910,	 or	 v�a	 e-ma�l	 to	 lasmussen@nsc.state.ne.us,	 no	 later	 than	
March	14,	2008.	the	rules	are	ava�lable	for	rev�ew	on	the	Supreme	
court’s	Web	s�te	at	www.supremecourt.ne.gov	or	a	hard	copy	may	
be	 rev�ewed	 �n	 the	off�ce	 of	 the	clerk	of	 the	Supreme	court	 and	
court	of	Appeals	upon	request.

Proposed	neb.	ct.	R.	of	D�st.	cts.	21:

Rule	21

PRotection	oF	PeRSonAL	AnD	FinAnciAL	
inFoRMAtion	in	ciViL	coURt	RecoRDS

the	 follow�ng	 pr�vacy	 rules	 shall	 apply	 to	 all	 plead�ngs,	 docu-
ments,	exh�b�ts,	court	orders,	judgments,	and	decrees	f�led	�n	all	
c�v�l	act�ons	�n	the	d�str�ct	courts	of	nebraska:

A.	th�s	rule	seeks	to	prevent	dates	of	b�rth,	Soc�al	Secur�ty	num-
bers,	 and	 f�nanc�al	 account	 numbers	 of	 all	 persons,	 �nclud�ng	
m�nor	 ch�ldren,	 from	be�ng	 �ncluded	 �n	 court	 records	generally	
ava�lable	to	the	publ�c.

B. the	 personal	 and	 f�nanc�al	 �nformat�on	 �dent�f�ed	 �n	 para-
graph	A	shall	be	set	forth	�n	a	separate	document	as	set	forth	�n	
Append�x	3	to	these	rules.	the	form	�n	Append�x	3	shall	conta�n,	
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at	the	top	of	the	f�rst	page,	the	follow�ng	language,	�n	bold	type:	
This document is confidential and shall not be made part of 
the court file or provided to the public pursuant to Neb. Ct. 
R. of Dist. Cts. 21. if	the	document	�s	subm�tted	�n	paper	form,	
the	clerk	of	court	shall	keep	the	document	separate	from	the	case	
f�le	but	 access�ble	 to	 judges	and	court	 staff.	 if	 the	document	 �s	
subm�tted	 �n	 electron�c	 form,	 or	 converted	 from	 paper	 form	 to	
electron�c	 form,	 the	 electron�c	 document	 or	 the	 data	 conta�ned	
there�n	may	be	reproduced	or	stored	�n	JUStice	or	other	court	
case	 and	 f�nanc�al	 management	 system,	 but	 such	 document,	
�mage,	 or	 data	 shall	 be	 electron�cally	 marked	 and	 shall	 not	 be	
access�ble	or	v�ewable	by	the	publ�c.	An	Append�x	3	document	
shall	be	d�str�buted	to	the	ch�ld	support	d�v�s�on	of	the	nebraska	
Department	of	Health	and	Human	Serv�ces,	but	shall	not	other-
w�se	be	made	ava�lable	w�thout	further	court	order.	the	form	�n	
Append�x	3	may	be	used	�n	any	c�v�l	case	and	shall	be	protected	
as	stated	above.

c. the	 personal	 and	 f�nanc�al	 �nformat�on	 �dent�f�ed	 �n	 para-
graph	 A	 shall	 not	 be	 �ncluded	 �n	 any	 plead�ng	 or	 document	
subm�tted	by	a	party	or	counsel	for	f�l�ng	w�th	the	court,	except	
by	 reference	 to	a	separate	Append�x	3	document.	An	Append�x	
3	document	shall	be	separately	tendered	w�th	any	such	plead�ng	
or	other	document,	and	�f	the	Append�x	3	document	�s	subm�tted	
�n	electron�c	form,	 �t	shall	be	 �dent�f�ed	 �n	 the	f�l�ng	 transm�ttal	
as	a	conf�dent�al	Append�x	3	subm�ss�on.	the	form	�n	Append�x	
3	 �s	 mandatory	 w�th	 respect	 to	 the	 �nformat�on	 �dent�f�ed	 �n	
paragraph	A,	 but	 a	 party,	 attorney,	 or	 court	 may	 �nclude	 �n	 the	
Append�x	 3	 form	 add�t�onal	 personal	 or	 f�nanc�al	 �nformat�on	
sought	to	be	protected.	

D.	 the	 personal	 and	 f�nanc�al	 �nformat�on	 �dent�f�ed	 �n	 para-
graph	A	 shall	 not	 be	 �ncluded	 �n	 any	 court	 order,	 judgment,	 or	
decree,	�nclud�ng,	but	not	l�m�ted	to,	any	decree	of	d�ssolut�on	of	
marr�age,	decree	of	legal	separat�on,	order	of	patern�ty,	qual�f�ed	
domest�c	 relat�ons	 order,	 or	 other	 ch�ld	 support	 order	 or	 order	
of	 mod�f�cat�on,	 except	 by	 reference	 to	 a	 separate	Append�x	 3	
document.	 Where	 the	 court	 f�nds	 that	 an	 order,	 judgment,	 or	
decree	must	 conta�n	Soc�al	Secur�ty	numbers	or	 other	personal	
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�nformat�on	stated	�n	paragraph	A,	the	court	shall	have	the	or�g�-
nal	order	sealed	and	prov�de	 �n	 the	case	 f�le	a	 redacted	vers�on	
of	the	order	for	publ�c	v�ew.

e.	no	exh�b�t	used	at	tr�al	shall	conta�n	a	complete	account	num-
ber	 for	 any	 f�nanc�al	 accounts	 or	 debts	 of	 any	 party.	the	 same	
shall	be	redacted	by	the	person	offer�ng	the	exh�b�t	to	the	extent	
necessary	to	protect	the	�nformat�on	from	m�suse.	By	agreement	
of	 the	 part�es,	 or	 as	 d�rected	 by	 the	 court,	 f�nanc�al	 account	
�nformat�on	shall	be	�dent�f�ed	�n	all	plead�ngs,	other	documents	
and	court	orders,	judgments,	or	decrees	�n	such	a	manner	as	the	
part�es,	counsel,	court,	and	jury	may	be	able	to	d�st�ngu�sh	�nfor-
mat�on	between	s�m�lar	accounts	or	debts,	or	as	may	be	neces-
sary	to	establ�sh	relevance	to	the	matter	be�ng	l�t�gated.	

F.	 the	 name,	 b�rth	 date,	 gender,	 and	 Soc�al	 Secur�ty	 number	
�nformat�on	 of	 part�es	 sought	 to	 be	 protected	 by	 th�s	 rule	 may	
be	 furn�shed	 to	 the	 clerk	 of	 the	 D�str�ct	 court	 by	 the	 part�es	
pr�or	 to	 �ssuance	of	any	order	or	decree.	th�s	 �nformat�on	shall	
be	furn�shed	us�ng	the	form	prov�ded	�n	Append�x	3.	Protect�on	
of	 th�s	 �nformat�on	 shall	 be	 as	 set	 forth	 �n	 paragraph	 B	 above.	
Where	a	party	or	counsel	�s	requ�red	by	statute	or	rule	to	furn�sh	
�nformat�on	�dent�f�ed	�n	paragraph	A	to	a	court	or	clerk	of	court	
but	such	�nformat�on	�s	not	requ�red	to	be	f�led,	the	clerk	of	the	
court	shall	not	place	such	�nformat�on	�n	the	court	f�le	or	allow	
such	 �nformat�on	 to	 be	 access�ble,	 �n	 e�ther	 paper	 or	 electron�c	
form,	to	the	publ�c.

G.	 the	 respons�b�l�ty	 for	 redact�ng	 personal	 and	 f�nanc�al	 data	
set	forth	�n	paragraph	A	rests	solely	w�th	counsel	and	the	part�es.	
the	clerk	of	court	shall	not	be	requ�red	to	rev�ew	documents	for	
compl�ance	w�th	 th�s	 rule.	 if	a	clerk	of	court	 �dent�f�es	a	v�ola-
t�on	 of	 th�s	 rule,	 the	 clerk	 may,	 at	 h�s	 or	 her	 opt�on,	 prov�de	 a	
redacted	document	 for	publ�c	 access.	However,	 the	 clerk	 elect-
�ng	 to	prov�de	a	 redacted	copy	 for	publ�c	access	shall	ma�nta�n	
the	 or�g�nal	 document	 w�thout	 any	 alterat�ons	 thereof,	 wh�ch	
shall	only	be	ava�lable	to	the	court	and	the	part�es	or	the	part�es’	
counsel.
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Proposed	neb.	ct.	R.	of	D�st.	cts.	Append�x	3:

IN THE _____________COURT OF ________________COUNTY, NEBRASKA

THIS DOCUMENT IS CONFIDENTIAL AND SHALL NOT BE MADE PART OF THE

CASE FILE OR PROVIDED TO THE PUBLIC PURSUANT TO NEB. CT. R. OF DIST.

CTS. 21.

_________________, ) Case Number ____________

)

Plaintiff, )

)

v. ) SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBERS,

) GENDER AND BIRTH DATE(S)

)

________________, )

)

Defendant. )

Names Social Security Number Gender Date of Birth

Plaintiff:

________________ _____________________ _______ ______________

Defendant:

________________ _____________________ _______ ______________

Minor Children:

________________ _____________________ _______ ______________

________________ _____________________ _______ ______________

________________ _____________________ _______ ______________

________________ _____________________ _______ ______________

(For other information, add pages as required.)

Appendix 3
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Proposed	neb.	ct.	R.	of	cty.	cts.	64:

OPTION 1

Rule	64

PRotection	oF	PeRSonAL	AnD	FinAnciAL	
inFoRMAtion	in	coURt	RecoRDS

to	the	extent	appl�cable	to	proceed�ngs	w�th�n	the	jur�sd�ct�on	of	
the	county	court,	neb.	ct.	R.	of	D�st.	cts.	21	shall	govern	orders,	
f�l�ngs,	documents,	and	plead�ngs	�n	the	county	courts.

OPTION 2

Rule	64

PRotection	oF	PeRSonAL	AnD	FinAnciAL	
inFoRMAtion	in	coURt	RecoRDS

to	the	extent	appl�cable	to	proceed�ngs	w�th�n	the	jur�sd�ct�on	of	
the	county	court,	neb.	ct.	R.	of	D�st.	cts.	21	shall	govern	orders,	
f�l�ngs,	 documents,	 and	plead�ngs	 �n	 the	 county	 courts.	D�str�ct	
court	Rule	21	prov�des	as	follows:

the	 follow�ng	 pr�vacy	 rules	 shall	 apply	 to	 all	 plead�ngs,	 docu-
ments,	exh�b�ts,	court	orders,	judgments,	and	decrees	f�led	�n	all	
c�v�l	act�ons	�n	the	d�str�ct	courts	of	nebraska:

A.	th�s	rule	seeks	to	prevent	dates	of	b�rth,	Soc�al	Secur�ty	num-
bers,	 and	 f�nanc�al	 account	 numbers	 of	 all	 persons,	 �nclud�ng	
m�nor	 ch�ldren,	 from	be�ng	 �ncluded	 �n	 court	 records	generally	
ava�lable	to	the	publ�c.

B. the	 personal	 and	 f�nanc�al	 �nformat�on	 �dent�f�ed	 �n	 para-
graph	A	shall	be	set	forth	�n	a	separate	document	as	set	forth	�n	
Append�x	3	to	these	rules.	the	form	�n	Append�x	3	shall	conta�n,	
at	the	top	of	the	f�rst	page,	the	follow�ng	language,	�n	bold	type:	
This document is confidential and shall not be made part of 
the court file or provided to the public pursuant to Neb. Ct. 
R. of Dist. Cts. 21. if	the	document	�s	subm�tted	�n	paper	form,	
the	clerk	of	court	shall	keep	the	document	separate	from	the	case	
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f�le	but	 access�ble	 to	 judges	and	court	 staff.	 if	 the	document	 �s	
subm�tted	 �n	 electron�c	 form,	 or	 converted	 from	 paper	 form	 to	
electron�c	 form,	 the	 electron�c	 document	 or	 the	 data	 conta�ned	
there�n	may	be	reproduced	or	stored	�n	JUStice	or	other	court	
case	 and	 f�nanc�al	 management	 system,	 but	 such	 document,	
�mage,	 or	 data	 shall	 be	 electron�cally	 marked	 and	 shall	 not	 be	
access�ble	or	v�ewable	by	the	publ�c.	An	Append�x	3	document	
shall	be	d�str�buted	to	the	ch�ld	support	d�v�s�on	of	the	nebraska	
Department	of	Health	and	Human	Serv�ces,	but	shall	not	other-
w�se	be	made	ava�lable	w�thout	further	court	order.	the	form	�n	
Append�x	3	may	be	used	�n	any	c�v�l	case	and	shall	be	protected	
as	stated	above.

c. the	 personal	 and	 f�nanc�al	 �nformat�on	 �dent�f�ed	 �n	 para-
graph	 A	 shall	 not	 be	 �ncluded	 �n	 any	 plead�ng	 or	 document	
subm�tted	by	a	party	or	counsel	for	f�l�ng	w�th	the	court,	except	
by	 reference	 to	a	separate	Append�x	3	document.	An	Append�x	
3	document	shall	be	separately	tendered	w�th	any	such	plead�ng	
or	other	document,	and	�f	the	Append�x	3	document	�s	subm�tted	
�n	electron�c	form,	 �t	shall	be	 �dent�f�ed	 �n	 the	f�l�ng	 transm�ttal	
as	a	conf�dent�al	Append�x	3	subm�ss�on.	the	form	�n	Append�x	
3	 �s	 mandatory	 w�th	 respect	 to	 the	 �nformat�on	 �dent�f�ed	 �n	
paragraph	A,	 but	 a	 party,	 attorney,	 or	 court	 may	 �nclude	 �n	 the	
Append�x	 3	 form	 add�t�onal	 personal	 or	 f�nanc�al	 �nformat�on	
sought	to	be	protected.	

D.	 the	 personal	 and	 f�nanc�al	 �nformat�on	 �dent�f�ed	 �n	 para-
graph	A	 shall	 not	 be	 �ncluded	 �n	 any	 court	 order,	 judgment,	 or	
decree,	�nclud�ng,	but	not	l�m�ted	to,	any	decree	of	d�ssolut�on	of	
marr�age,	decree	of	legal	separat�on,	order	of	patern�ty,	qual�f�ed	
domest�c	 relat�ons	 order,	 or	 other	 ch�ld	 support	 order	 or	 order	
of	 mod�f�cat�on,	 except	 by	 reference	 to	 a	 separate	Append�x	 3	
document.	 Where	 the	 court	 f�nds	 that	 an	 order,	 judgment,	 or	
decree	must	 conta�n	Soc�al	Secur�ty	numbers	or	 other	personal	
�nformat�on	stated	�n	paragraph	A,	the	court	shall	have	the	or�g�-
nal	order	sealed	and	prov�de	 �n	 the	case	 f�le	a	 redacted	vers�on	
of	the	order	for	publ�c	v�ew.

e.	no	exh�b�t	used	at	tr�al	shall	conta�n	a	complete	account	num-
ber	 for	 any	 f�nanc�al	 accounts	 or	 debts	 of	 any	 party.	the	 same	
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shall	be	redacted	by	the	person	offer�ng	the	exh�b�t	to	the	extent	
necessary	to	protect	the	�nformat�on	from	m�suse.	By	agreement	
of	 the	 part�es,	 or	 as	 d�rected	 by	 the	 court,	 f�nanc�al	 account	
�nformat�on	shall	be	�dent�f�ed	�n	all	plead�ngs,	other	documents	
and	court	orders,	judgments,	or	decrees	�n	such	a	manner	as	the	
part�es,	counsel,	court,	and	jury	may	be	able	to	d�st�ngu�sh	�nfor-
mat�on	between	s�m�lar	accounts	or	debts,	or	as	may	be	neces-
sary	to	establ�sh	relevance	to	the	matter	be�ng	l�t�gated.

F.	 the	 name,	 b�rth	 date,	 gender,	 and	 Soc�al	 Secur�ty	 number	
�nformat�on	 of	 part�es	 sought	 to	 be	 protected	 by	 th�s	 rule	 may	
be	 furn�shed	 to	 the	 clerk	 of	 the	 D�str�ct	 court	 by	 the	 part�es	
pr�or	 to	 �ssuance	of	any	order	or	decree.	th�s	 �nformat�on	shall	
be	furn�shed	us�ng	the	form	prov�ded	�n	Append�x	3.	Protect�on	
of	 th�s	 �nformat�on	shall	be	as	set	 forth	 �n	paragraphs	B	above.	
Where	a	party	or	counsel	�s	requ�red	by	statute	or	rule	to	furn�sh	
�nformat�on	�dent�f�ed	�n	paragraph	A	to	a	court	or	clerk	of	court	
but	such	�nformat�on	�s	not	requ�red	to	be	f�led,	the	clerk	of	the	
court	shall	not	place	such	�nformat�on	�n	the	court	f�le	or	allow	
such	 �nformat�on	 to	 be	 access�ble,	 e�ther	 �n	 paper	 or	 electron�c	
form,	to	the	publ�c.

G.	 the	 respons�b�l�ty	 for	 redact�ng	 personal	 and	 f�nanc�al	 data	
set	forth	�n	paragraph	A	rests	solely	w�th	counsel	and	the	part�es.	
the	clerk	of	court	shall	not	be	requ�red	to	rev�ew	documents	for	
compl�ance	w�th	 th�s	 rule.	 if	a	clerk	of	court	 �dent�f�es	a	v�ola-
t�on	 of	 th�s	 rule,	 the	 clerk	 may,	 at	 h�s	 or	 her	 opt�on,	 prov�de	 a	
redacted	document	 for	publ�c	 access.	However,	 the	 clerk	 elect-
�ng	 to	prov�de	a	 redacted	copy	 for	publ�c	access	shall	ma�nta�n	
the	 or�g�nal	 document	 w�thout	 any	 alterat�ons	 thereof,	 wh�ch	
shall	only	be	ava�lable	to	the	court	and	the	part�es	or	the	part�es’	
counsel.


